Kramden Institute Announces New Executive Director

Michael Abensour joins Kramden Institute to provide computers for deserving students 
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Durham, N.C. (August 22, 2011) The Kramden Institute, a local non-profit charitable organization that refurbishes used computers and awards them to deserving students without a computer in their homes, recently announced the hiring of Mr. Michael Abensour as Executive Director after an extensive candidate search. Abensour’s mandates are to not only grow Kramden’s capabilities in fulfilling its core mission but to raise awareness of the Durham-based organization both in the state and beyond.

Abensour joins Kramden after more than a dozen years living and working in Washington D.C. Most recently, he served as National Affairs Attaché for the Government of Quebec Office in Washington, D.C., advocating for the interests of the province of Quebec before the U.S. Congress and members of the administration, while developing key relationships with policy-makers and legislators.  

“We are excited to welcome Michael to the Kramden Institute,” said Mark D. Dibner, Kramden’s founder and chairman. “His experience in advocating, building relationships and providing a strategic vision for growth will be invaluable to Kramden as we work to provide even more computers to deserving students.” 

“I was drawn to Kramden because of its commitment to helping children and their families get the computer tools they need to succeed in school and beyond,” said Abensour. “Kids without computers of their own face a huge disadvantage in their education that we want to help them overcome. The work that Kramden has already done to help them has been amazing and I’m proud to come aboard and help further this effort.” 

Abensour holds a BA in Political Science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a MA in Political Management from George Washington University. 

About Kramden Institute

Kramden began as a father and son project in a Durham basement in 2003. Since then, Kramden and its 4,500+ volunteers have awarded over 8,700 computers to students in the Triangle and 54 N.C. counties and Fort Bragg. Kramden aims to award over 2,200 computers this year alone to deserving awardees chosen by area teachers and school administrators. Any donated equipment not used to support Kramden’s programs will be properly recycled by Kramden’s partner, Synergy Recycling. 

Visit www.kramden.org for information on our location, awards, an equipment donation form, a complete list of accepted volunteer opportunities and corporate teambuilding workdays. For more information, please contact the Kramden Institute at 919-293-1133 or Mark D. Dibner, Chairman, Kramden Institute at 919-949-2200, mdibner@kramden.org.  
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