
By BRENDA MONTy
Staff Writer

Nearly 200 local families received free 
home computers Saturday.

The distribution that took place at East 
End Elementary School in Robersonville 
was the first fruits of  a project that began 
last September.

The Martin County Board of  Education 
agreed last year to partner with Kramden 
Institute and CenturyLink to provide a 
free desktop computer to the household 
of  every Martin County student in grades 
3-12 whose family does not already have a 

working computer.
Kramden Institute is a Durham-based 

non-profit organization that refurbishes 
donated computers and then distributes 
them to students in need.

CenturyLink has agreed to partner with 
Kramden Institute in its mission to provide 
computers and Internet service to students 
by absorbing 70 percent of  the cost. 

With CenturyLink’s Internet Basics 
program, low-income families will only 
pay $9.95 a month to gain 1.5 megabytes per 
second broadband access.

Weather
TODAY: Thunderstorms likely. 
Chance of storms 60 percent 
with a high around 90.
TONIGHT: 70 percent chance of 
storms. Low 72.
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Closing the digital divide for students
First round of giveaway for Martin County 
students held at East End Elementary

By JAy JENkiNS
Staff Writer

Open for another year.
After what seemed a roller coaster ride for 

faculty, staff, students and parents, a decision 
has been finalized that Hobgood Academy 
will open its doors in August for the 2014-15 
school year.

Hobgood, a SAIS and NCAIS accredited 
school, opened in 1970 and like other private 
schools in the surrounding area has seen its 
share of  financial ups and downs.

“We’ve been very fortunate over the 
years,” said Julie Rawls, acting head of  
schools. “We’ve had our share of  juggling 
student numbers and revenue, but somehow 
we’ve always come out on top and, for the 
most part, the struggles never really affected 
anyone.

Hobgood
is open for 
2014-15
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On Saturday July 12, cowboys and cowgirls came out to raise money for the Shoot For Our Warriors showcase event that was held at the 
Senator Bob Martin Eastern Agricultural Center to benefit the Wounded Warriors Project. The Double L Bar Shooters Club and Horsepower 
hosted the event, which included fast-paced action where riders had to shoot balloons of black powder while their horse ran the course in 
the shortest amount of time. Above: A competitor gets ready to shoot the balloons of black powder in the quickest amount of time.

By JAy JENkiNS
Staff Writer

Too hot? 
Well, as they say in North Carolina, 

just wait a minute.
The old saying that weather in this 

part of  the world changes rapidly may 
never have been so true as it is this 
summer. 

According to historical data, the 
middle of  July normally calls for relent-
less days of  90-plus degree heat and little 
rainfall.

However, this summer season has 
seen its share of  110 degree heat index 
days, rain and also its fair share of  low 
humidity days with temperatures barely 
breaking the 80 degree mark.

And, according to meteorologists, the 

Severe storms 
likely tonight

See StormS, Page 3A

School system awarded STEM grant
By BRENDA MONTy

Staff Writer

Martin County Schools has 
been awarded a $300,000 Golden 
LEAF grant to expand its STEM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing and math) education into 
the elementary and high school 
grades.

The grant will fund six 
STEM related activities.

Career Pathways based on 
STEM will be offered at both 
high schools. 

These will be comprised of  
two courses, Production and 
Robotics as well as Construc-
tion and Environment.

The funding will also pro-
vide for a Health Sciences Acad-
emy to add support for students 
interested in health sciences, 
including those outside the tra-
ditional fields such as therapy 
or biomedical engineering.

“Health care is a growing 
industry across the country, 
particularly in eastern North 
Carolina,” said Assistant Su-
perintendent Chris Mansfield. 
“So having kids who have a 
broad understanding of  what 
may be existing in health care 
would be advantageous.”

The grant will also be used 
to buy STEM-based supplies for 
all the elementary schools.

LEGO robotics, which is al-
ready being offered at Riverside 
Middle School, is also going to 
be introduced into elementary 
schools.

The grant will also be used 
to replace and upgrade lab 
and science equipment at the 
schools. 

The grant will provide 
professional development for 
STEM teachers in all schools.

As a result of  the Golden 
LEAF grant, the school systems 
expects to increase math and 
science test scores in both the 
elementary and high schools. 

The goal is also to increase 
graduation rates each year. 

“Hopefully by capturing 
some of  these kids that can’t 
find something in high school 
that interests them, maybe we 
can latch them into STEM, get 
them involved in some of  these 
pathways,” Mansfield said. 

It is also hoped that the 
STEM funding will result in an 
increased number of  students 
who want to take college and ca-
reer courses at the community 
college or advanced placement 
courses.

More students completing 
certification in basic 21st cen-
tury work skills like computer 

See Stem, Page 3A

Akeya Brockington and her children Tiana, 9, and Joshua, age 6, are helped by kramden institute vol-
unteer David Jiminez to carry out the components of their new desktop computer Saturday.



East Carolina Univer-
sity and the N.C. Depart-
ment of  Commerce’s N.C. 
Broadband initiative have 
also gotten involved in the 
project.

Kramden will work with 
East Carolina University in 
doing research to track aca-
demic and personal perfor-
mance data based on access 
to home computers.

Kramden will design 
a survey form for student 
data collection based on 
grade performance, com-
puter usage and skills and 
completion to next grade 
level.

In addition, NC Broad-
band technical assistant 
director Donna Sullivan 
is working with Martin 
County Schools and the 
county to address the lack 
of  broadband availability 
in rural areas.

The entire cost for 1,000-
1,500 computers is approxi-
mately $7,500, with $5,000 
of  that being covered by 
CenturyLink. The balance 
of  the cost is being provided 
by Martin County Schools.

Saturday’s distribution 
is just the first of  several 
such events to follow.

W.C. Chance-East End 
Schools Alumni Cultural 
Center in Robersonville 
agreed to host the first dis-
tribution.

A brief  program to wel-
come and introduce key 
players in the project was 
held at 10 a.m. in the gym 
at the cultural center.

School board chairwom-
an Addie Lou Leggett said 
she was so excited about 
the opportunity for the 
county’s students that she 
could hardly sleep the night 
before.

M i c h a e l  A b e n s o u r, 
Kramden’s executive direc-
tor, praised the community 
for its enthusiasm and sup-
port of  the project.

“We have been around 
for 11 years. This is our 
first district-wide attempt 
to get every kid that needs 
a computer in the home,” 
he said. 

“You’re going to see this 
program replicated north, 
south, east and west of  
Martin County; but you will 
always be the first.”

Abensour said the com-
munity-led effort brings joy-
ous satisfaction to everyone 
involved.

“Not only do kids get 
computers, but you’re in-
volving partners across 
the community, coming to-
gether all in one day to help 
kids succeed both at school 
and at home, and beyond,” 
he said.

Abensour called Super-
intendent Ron Melchiorre 
the project’s “champion on 
the ground” here. 

“He saw what this would 
entail and set an example for 
everybody else,” he said.

Derek Kelly, head of  
public relations for Centu-
ryLink in eastern North 
Carolina, said he also was 
very excited about the proj-
ect, saying, 

“This isn’t a Centu-
ryLink thing. It’s not a 
Kramden thing. It’s not a 
Martin County thing. It’s a 
community thing. It’s a lot 
of  people coming together 
to make it happen. ... It is so 
much fun to see the enthu-
siasm in the kids’ faces as 
they get the computer.”

He added, “That stack 
of  computers is going to 
help 200 and some families 
jump over the digital divide 
today.”

Martin County Commis-
sion Chairman Tommy Bo-
wen compared the comput-
er distribution to discount 
access to Internet service 
to other historic firsts in 
the county.

“This is about as great a 
thing as when we got county 
water. When we got water 
all over the county, espe-
cially in the western part of  
the county,” Bowen said. 

“We’ve been working 
with broadband a long time. 
Now that this company has 
come in and done what they 
have done for these kids, it 
is heart touching. They’ve 
never been used to some of  
the stuff  they’re going to 
be able to do now. We can’t 
thank you enough. It is a 
great day in this part of  the 
county,” he added.

Robersonville Mayor 
Pro Tem David Jenkins 
also praised the initiative 
and expressed the town’s 
gratitude.

“In addition to the role 
parents and family members 
play in a child’s education, 
the broader community has 
a responsibility too, to en-
sure high quality education 
for all our students.

“For our children to take 
full advantage of  the full 
potential benefits offered by 

new forms of  digital learn-
ing, access to technology is 
essential.

“As a member of  the 
Robersonville Town Coun-
cil, we are extremely grate-
ful. ... This will give our 
children, our future, a tool 
to be successful.” 

Back in the gym, dozens 
of  Martin County volun-
teers manned stations to get 
families trained on hooking 
up the components and 
basic operating system in 
the computers they were 
taking home.

One such family was 
Akeysa Brockington of  Rob-
ersonville and her children 
Tiana, age 9, and Joshua, 
age 6.

“The computer we had 
got broken. I couldn’t afford 
to buy another one, so this is 
actually a godsend for us,” 
said the mother, who is a 
former East End student 
herself.

Mashawn Hill and her 
daughter, 13-year-old Alexis 

Poe, from Upper Marlboro, 
Maryland said they were 
visiting relatives who were 
volunteers and they decided 
to join in. 

A grandmother who had 
come with her grandson 
to pick up a computer got 
choked up when asked what 
the gift meant to her family. 
She explained how hard her 
daughter struggles to care 
for herself  and her son and 
that the computer would 
help them both with their 
educational goals.

The free computers come 
installed with a virus proof, 
easy-to-use operating sys-
tem especially designed for 
students called Ubermix, 
which includes 60 built-in 
applications.

Kramden expects to dis-
tribute nearly 1,000 comput-
ers in Martin County. 

Future distributions are 
scheduled to take place in 
Williamston and Oak City. 

To volunteer, donate 
equipment or become a 

distribution sponsor, call 
Kramden Institute at 919-
293-1133 or contact via email 
at info@kramden.org. 

For local information, 
call Martin County Schools 
central office at 792-1575.
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ROBERSON BROS.
GAS & SERVICE

Now Is The Time To Beat The Heat!

We Specialize In All
Air Condition Service
Needs On All Makes &
Model Cars & Trucks!

         JOEY ROBERSON –
AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALIST
Come By And Let Joey Service Your Car And
Truck Air Conditioner Now And Be ready For The
Hot Summer Months Ahead!

VACATION CHECK-UP
Now Is The Time To Make Sure Your Car Is

Running In Top Form. Bring Your Car In
Now For A Vacation Check-Up:

� Brake Work  � Tune-Ups  � Tire Rotation
� Transmission Service  � Tire Repairs  � Used Tires
� New Tires (Free Mounting) – Computer Balancing
� Car Wash & Wax  � Replace CV Joints
� 1st Line Batteries & Installation � Belts & Hoses
� Wiper Blades � NC State Inspection
� Air Conditioning Service � All Major Brands of Oil in Stock!

PICK-UP & DELIVERY SERVICE
MECHANIC ON DUTY!

HOURS:  6:00 AM - 7:00 PM Monday thru Friday,
6:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays

400 WEST MAIN STREET  •  WILLIAMSTON, NC

792-2858 or 792-5634

7
7

Biggs
FUNERAL HOME

SINCE 1879WILLIAMSTON ROBERSONVILLE

Dear Friends,
  No one wants to anticipate death or prepare 
for it; however, it will prove a real help to 
your family.  A spouse or family member can 
be spared the frustration of trying to locate 
important papers, documents and accounts at 
the time of death.  Make a list of all insurance 
policies, bank accounts, investments, securities 
and safe-deposit boxes, and also where they can 
be found.
              Respectfully,

Roberson Septic, LLC
Septic Tank Pumping

Office:  (252) 792-4155
Cell:  (252) 799-7229

1294 Greenville Ave • Williamston, NC  27892

Colony Tire Corporation
will be closed all day

Tuesday, July 15th

In memory of our
long time partner

Don Mills, Sr.
He was a part of our team for 32 years 

and will greatly be missed.  Not only was 
Don a part of us, but he was also a life 

long part of this community.

We will re-open on Wednesday, 
July 16th at our regular time.

118 West Blvd., Williamston • 792-4149

Digital

pattern will continue this 
week as well.

A cold front is expected 
to creep across the state 
today and with it comes a 
chance of  severe weather.

After seeing the tem-
peratures reach the mid-90s 
yesterday, the mercury is 
only expected to climb to 
around 90 today, building 
once again an unstable air 
mass.

Once the front hits that 

air mass, thunderstorms 
will become more likely and 
by early evening, forecast-
ers are expecting severe 
thunderstorm warnings to 
be posted for much of  east-
ern North Carolina, includ-
ing Martin County.

The chance of  rain today, 
especially this evening, is 70 
percent.

The chance of  rain re-
mains through Wednesday, 
but the humidity and tem-
peratures are expected to 
once again tumble.

The high Wednesday is 
forecast to be in the low-
80s.

If  you like hot, but less 
humid days, then Thursday 
and Friday should be right 
up your alley.

The rain should be gone, 
leaving Thursday to part-
ly cloudy skies and highs 

around 84 degrees.
Temperatures will likely 

be in the mid-80s again for 
Friday, but by Saturday the 
chance of  rain returns. 

Looking ahead, it looks 
like the weekend could be 
wet; however, there’s a 50 
percent chance it won’t be 
a total washout.

Weather
From Page 1A

program proficiency is also 
expected.

Getting parents and the 
public more aware of  and 
involved in STEM activities 
is also a goal.

Mansfield said the focus 
of  this particular grant is 
to take the STEM middle 

school concept into the ele-
mentary and high schools.

Tonya Little, Martin 
County STEM coordinator, 
will continue to work with 
the middle schools to help 
launch many of  the same 
activities already in place 
at Riverside Middle, such 
as 4-H and science clubs, 
hydroponics, robotics and 

other projects.
School board member 

Russ Ayers, who has a son 
at Riverside Middle, praised 
the STEM initiative at the 
school, particularly the 
robotics.

“A lot of  kids in middle 
school hope to be able to 
continue that passion in 
high school, to be able to go 

on to compete,” Ayers said.
“You have what I call a 

market class of  students 
who don’t do band, don’t 
do sports and this is their 
niche. It’s amazing to see 
these students work to-
gether. Teachers organize 
it and get them started but 
learning is done by the stu-
dents,” he added.

STEM
From Page 1A

Above: Martin County Board 
of Education Chair Addie Lou 
Leggett welcomes volun-
teers and other community 
partners Saturday at a brief 
morning program at the W.C. 
Chance-East End Schools 
Alumni Cultural Center in 
Robersonville. Right: East 
End student Christopher 
Craft, age 7, and his father 
Darrell Cabe are shown how 
their new computer works by 
volunteer Ron Byrd, principal 
of Riverside Middle School.

Thanks for reading your hometown newspaper
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